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for it supplied the final incentive to Herr Hitler to defy
the world; it also forced the Czech General Staff to
abandon their intention of offering resistance to
Germany, since without Polish neutrality it was sheerly
suicidal for the Czechs to fight.
Once the Czech question was disposed of by the
Munich Agreement, the fundamental antagonism be-
tween Poland and Germany was inevitably revealed.
The first unmistakable sign of it was the Polish seizure
of Bohumin (Oderberg), the important railway junc-
tion near Teschen in the industrial area near Moravska
Ostrava, a strategic point which the Germans had
certainly not intended should escape their own control.
Then came the first period of uncertainty over Slovakia
and Ruthenia when the new Polish-German conflict
of interest was sharply revealed by Poland's pressure
for a common frontier with Hungary. The Belvedere
Award,1 though it gave a few more towns to Hungary
than the Germans had originally intended, yet repre-
sented a humiliation inflicted by Germany upon Italy,
Hungary and Poland. Though March 1939 saw the
Hungarians in full occupation of Ruthenia and the
common frontier with Poland was in so far achieved,
yet the Germans were now, to all intents and purposes,
the masters of Slovakia, which meant a very disagree-
able lengthening of the German-Polish frontier and a
German advance to outflank and encircle the Poles along
the Tatra mountain-range. Thus Czechoslovakia's
destruction inevitably put an end to the diplomatic
attachment between Poland and Germany, though the
1934 treaty was not actually repudiated until Herr
Hitler's speech to the Reichstag on April 28th, 1939.
1 See above, p. 21.